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TO: 


AMBASSADOR BUNKER 



FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 
CITE: WHS 2012 

AT THIS POINT THE PRESIDENT IS FIRM ON PROCEEDING WITH HIS 
ANNOUNCEMENT ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 25 AT 9:00 P.M. WASHINGTON TIME. 
POLITICAL CL IMATE HERE A (ft) POSSIBILITY OF MAJOR ATTACKS PRIOR TO 
AND DURING PEKING VISIT MAKE THIS ESSENTIAL IF ONLY TO INCREASE 
OUR FLEXIBILITY IN THE EVENT THE MILITARY SITUATION REQUIRES 
STRONG COUNTER ACTION DURING THIS PERIOD* WE ALSO INTEND TO 
FROCEED WITH FORMALLY TABLING THE PROPOSALS IN PARIS ON THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 2 7. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ESSENTIAL THAT THIEU UNDERSTAND THE REALITIES 
OF THE SITUATION HERE AND THAT WE HAVE SOME ASSURANCES FROM HIM 
THAT HE WILL AGREE TO PRESENTING THIS PROPOSAL AS JOINT US/GVN 
INITIATIVE WHICH HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY JOINT COORDINATION 
THROUGHOUT. THIEU MUST ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT THIS INITIATIVE IS 
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DESIGNED TO ASSURE CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR GVN AND THAT HAD WE 
HARBORED ANY OTHER DESIGNS WE COULD HAVE ACHIEVED A SETTLEMENT A 
YEAR AGO BY SIMPLY WITHDRAWING SUPPORT FOR HIS GOVERNMENT. AS 
l€ KNOWS AND AS WE WILL MAKE CLEAR, THE NEGOTIATIONS LAST YEAR 
FOUNDERED ON OUR REFUSAL TO OVERTHROW HIM, 

PLEASE ADVISE US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WHAT POSITION THIEU INTENDS 
TO TAKE BOTH WITH RESPECT TO PRESIDENT * S SPEECH ON JANUARY 25 AND 
THE POSITION HE WILL INSTRUCT AMBASSADOR LAM TO TAKE DURING 
THURSDAY'S PARIS SESSION. 

WARM PERSONAL REGARDS. 
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